














More photos
from the April
meeting.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
News You Can Use About Traditional Jazz and Ragtime
One Year: 8206U.8. -:- Canadian $37U.8.*

Two Years: 348U.8. -:- Canadian $70U.8.*
{*) Includes Airmail Delivery

Matke cheek payable to: The American Rag
20137 Skyline Ranch Dr., Apple Valley, C4 92308-5033
FPhone/Fax: 760-247-5145

Name
Signature X
(Periodical Postal Fegd stions require Iailers to maintain 2 signed card from every subscriber)
Address
City State
Phone Zip+4
Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society

MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage to the
monthly newsletter, Jazzette.

QFAMILY $30 QSINGLE $20
QONEW QORENEWAL QO CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Date:

Name:

Address:

City: State:

Zip: Phone:

E-Mail:

O I am enclosing an additional $
for the MDJS General Fund.

O I am enclosing an additional $
for the Youth Band Scholarship Fund.

4 I am interested in volunteering for
Club functions.

PLEASE MAIL TO:
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty
4330 Highway 108

Riverbank, CA 95367
Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive!



I'd like to thank Dan Talbert and the rest of the Creole Jazz
Kings for entertaining at the April Jazz Society Meeting. |
heard that a lot of you were kept dancing.

I am sorry | had to miss it. But | had a good excuse. See, |
was in New Orleans. Those of you who know me well, know
that New Orleans is just about my favorite place to be. | love
the history, the music, the food, the people.

This was my second trip to New Orleans to participate in
the French Quarter Festival. As we did last year, we
performed two concerts in the lobby of our hotel, and
marched in the opening parade for the festival. | think the
best part of the trip occurred on Friday just before the parade.
We gathered at the appointed place at the appointed time,
hoping that the forecasted thunderstorms wouldn't arrive, and
waited.....and waited.....and...well, you know. After all, this
is the Big Easy....nothing starts on time. So, what do
musicians do when they are waiting around for the parade to
start? We played a tune. Then the band next to us played a
tune. And the band on the other side of us played a tune.
People were gathering around us taking pictures. Some
walking through our group taking pictures. Then we all
joined in for a tune or three. What a great time! | wouldn't
have minded if we just stayed there and played all day!
FINALLY we see some action.....they are blocking off the
street....about time, parade was supposed to start 5 minutes
ago....Ah, that's right....the BIG EASY....relax...play a
couple more tunes. Unfortunately there wasn't a hurricane
stand close by!! At last, they called to line us up. Here we
are 20+ musicians ready to play Bourbon Street Parade on
Bourbon Street, ready to be pelted with beads thrown by
admirers from the galleries lining the street. Who do they put
us behind??? A BIG truck with BIG speakers blaring so
loudly we couldn't hear ourselves think let alone play. Part
way through the parade, we hear "Sing, Sing, Sing" blaring
away from the BIG speakers....well, if you can't out blow
‘'em, blow with 'em. It was in "our" key anyway.

This was the second year that Pete Fountain played for the
opening set of the festival at Jackson Square. | wasn't looking
at the stage, but | could hear him. | knew it was him. How
distinct his sound is. One of my favorites.....I play on a "Pete
Fountain" clarinet. | am fortunate to have seen him live three
times now.

This was the third time | heard Charmaine Neville sing
"Do You Know What It Means". | have never heard that
song performed better. She talks about how her New Orleans
has changed since Katrina. How she misses her paper
boy....her mailman....the nice German lady whose cooking
filled the air with delicious aromas and who sat on her porch
and laughed with her....how she misses New Orleans as she
knew it. Moves me to tears every time. Yes, the wounds
from Katrina are still raw. The lack of assistance from the
government opens them over and over. Some people are
STILL waiting for insurance settlements.

But this trip felt different to me. This was my fourth trip to
New Orleans since Katrina ravaged the city. This time |

Mr. Q Productions
Presents

06 KEYS AND PEDALS

Music of the great Rock, Jazz and
Rhythm & Blues keyboard players

Featuring

The Jazz Unlimited Big Band
With Special Guest

DALE HIMES

Oakdale’s Own Great Keyboardist

7:00 p.m.
Thursday, May 21, 2009
Magnolia School Auditorium
739 Magnolia, Oakdale

Tickets
Adults — $15; Seniors — $10;
Students — $5 (Under 12 Free)

Tickets are available at the door only.
Call (209) 847-1807 for more information.

Sponsors
Oakdale Leader, Oakdale Advantage Magazine, Moss Rose Bakery,

Modesto Traditional Jazz Society, Pak-Mail, Green Farms, Western
Asset Recovery, Inc., Mr. Hans Boggs, Auto-Tech, Mr. & Mrs. Cliff
Botto, Mr. & Mrs. Joe Gambini, River Oak Pharmacy, Bob & Phyllis
Bordona, Dr. Albertoni & Dr. Corso., C.K. & Roberta Gottschalk,
Raley’s Market, Oakdale Cheese & Specialties, Mr. Robert Gilbert,
Gilton's Resource - Recovery Facility

didn't feel the heaviness and despair in the air. It seemed to
me that New Orleans has absorbed the sucker punch she was
dealt and is getting back on her feet. Oh, there are still closed
store fronts in the Quarter, and the Ninth Ward still looks like
awar zone...but | got a feeling of hope mixed with renewal.

So! | urge you to add New Orleans to your travel list.
Spend money, listen to music, eat the food, support the
people who are working to get their lives back. Then maybe
when you get home, you'll know what it means to miss New
Orleans.

Yep. Sunday night. Played "Palm Court Strut" on stage at
the Palm Court. Pretty cool, huh? Maybe you should go with
us next time.




BDs D s MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR
‘g—i 7 WHewsee Center « May — Devil Mountain Jazz Band

« June — Mission Gold Jazz Band
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133 Burney Street, Modesto 523-53

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule

&N G. 1st Sunday: Stockton Jazz Society -- Elk's Lodge
® BY 2nd Sunday: Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org
Fresno Jazz Society -- Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999
Supporting music in Modesto 3rd Sunday: Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge
for over 50 years 4th Sunday: South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale
ATTENTION FRIENDS s T e e
.. . Many thanks to all the members who
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use donated additional money,
some cheering up, contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. either by mail or at the door.

Send news items to the JAZZETTE the last week of the month to appear in the coming issue. Mail to...
MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY
P.O. Box 4442
Modesto, CA 95352-4442
Or e-mail to jazzette@modestodixieland.com

TRADITIONAL
JAZZ SOCIETY

"'C( wire
JAZZETTE
JAN LEER
President
P.O. Box 4442

Modesto, CA 95352-4442
(209) 985-2223

SUNDAY, MAY 17, 2009— 10:00 TO 2:30 PM

GALLO CENTER FOR THE ARTS,
1000 I ST. « MODESTO

This month’s guest band is

Devil mioUntain
Jazz Band

REMEMBER!
This month’s club meeting is at the GALLO CENTER for the ARTS
Doors open at 9:30am and Sets start at 10am!






