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Editor's Note: The Modesto Bee gave the club permission to reprint Lisa Millegan's article. 
 

Music suffers 'a big loss' in death of Deck Hogin 
By Lisa Millegan, lmillegan@modbee.com 
 

Deck Hogin, one of Modesto's leading jazz musicians for more 
nearly 70 years, has died of leukemia. He was 87. 
 
Mr. Hogin died Dec. 10 in Modesto, where he was born Jan. 10, 
1922. 
 
"He would play anytime, anywhere, for anybody," said George 
Gardner, who directed him in MoBand, the  
community band that plays each summer in Graceada Park. "He 
loved to play." 
 
Mr. Hogin's main instrument was the trumpet, although he also 
played valve trombone, flugelhorn and vibes. He had his own 
dance band or orchestra since 1940 and in recent decades was 

known for his group Hogin's Heroes. 
 
"Musically, it's a big loss," said Modesto bandleader Ernie Bucio. "He's the definition of a 
working musician in this town since way back when." 
 
Casey Hogin, one of Mr. Hogin's four daughters, said her father grew up in a large  
musical family that included a few music teachers. She said her father inspired many 
younger musicians. 
 

(Deck Continued on page 2) 
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"He loved it so much, he made other people love it," she said. "People say he made 
them a better musician." 
 

Drove teacher 'nuts' over jazz 
 
Mr. Hogin studied under legendary Modesto High School music teacher Frank 
"Proof" Mancini. He and Mr. Hogin often clashed over jazz. Mancini hated it, but 
it was Mr. Hogin's passion. 
 
"When I was in high school, I drove that poor man nuts," Mr. Hogin told The Bee 
in 1982. "I was such a terrible cut-up. I can remember so vividly the many times I 
would start playing a little jazz during band rehearsals and 'Proof' would just get 
furious. Sometimes he would even throw a chair in my direction." 
 

After graduating, Mr. Hogin joined the Tut Lombardo Band, which featured an  
exceptional young piano player named Dave Brubeck. During World War II, Mr. 
Hogin played in the Navy band, backing up such entertainers as Bob Hope and 
Jack Benny. 
 

Mr. Hogin returned home after the war and married his high school sweetheart, 
Leeroyce. He enrolled in the conservatory of music at the College of the Pacific in 
Stockton (now UOP), but dropped out because the studies were too serious for his 
taste. 
 

He returned to Modesto, taking a job driving a beer truck. In his free time, he 
played in bands for charity functions, parties, weddings and the monthly meetings 
of the Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society, which he helped found. 
 
In 2001, he received a special recognition at the Stanislaus Arts Council Excellence 
in Arts Awards. 
 
Mr. Hogin was active up until a couple of weeks before he died, Casey Hogin said. 
He performed at the Barkin' Dog restaurant downtown, played tennis and golfed 
within the past month. 
 
"It's a great loss," Gardner said. "These people that are a link to the past musical  
tradition, I really hate to see that go. I'm going to miss him a lot." 
 
In addition to his wife and daughter Casey, Mr. Hogin is survived by his daughters 
Christy, Cindy and Cathy, who all live in or near Stanislaus County; and six  
grandchildren. 
 
Casey Hogin said the family hopes to arrange a service in January about the time of 
her father's birthday. Details have not been finalized. 
 
 
 
Bee arts writer Lisa Millegan can be reached at lmillegan@modbee.com or 578-2313. 
 

Check out the photos album at http://www.modestodixieland.com/clubphotos/ 

(Deck Continued from page 1) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2009 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 
Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
Membership Director 

Rozetta McNulty 
(Membership) 

869-2024 
 

Secretary 
Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
January 26th 

Jan Leer’s house 
1049 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
     for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
     for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
    Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 
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MERRYMERRYMERRY   
CHRISTMACHRISTMACHRISTMASSS   

   

HAPPYHAPPYHAPPY   
NEW YEARNEW YEARNEW YEAR   

   
TO OUR JAZZ TO OUR JAZZ TO OUR JAZZ 

FRIENDSFRIENDSFRIENDS   
   
   
   
   

GERRY and JJ COXGERRY and JJ COXGERRY and JJ COX   

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 

 December — Catsnjammer Jazz Band 
 January — Dr. Bach & The Jazz Practitioners 
 February — Black Tuesday Jazz Band 
 March — Bob & Friends 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society — Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society — Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale 

Many thanks to all the members who donated 
additional money, either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 
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This month’s guest band is 

If you're looking for jazz excitement on wheels, 
look no further.  The fresh and exciting  
Catsnjammer Jazz Band has been one of  
Sacramento's most popular groups for the past 
29 years. 
 
The combination of "show" band energy and  
traditional jazz elegance has kept the band a  
favorite around Northern California  and at  
festivals and clubs. 

 
Der Jammerband's big songbook contains more than 300 tunes — top notch  
traditional New Orleans and San Francisco-style jazz — plus an occasional  
contemporary tune. You'll hear everything from early 1900s tunes down through 
the Beatles.  Unlike many early-style jazz bands, this band never forgets its  
responsibility to entertain an audience. "We're tight, we're hot, and we're fresh. I 
want people on their feet when we finish a set," says Gene Berthelsen, the band's 
head jammer. 
 
Over the years, the Catsnjammer Jazz Band has evolved considerably. "This 
may be the best Catsnjammer band ever," Berthelsen says. "Otis Mourning, on 
clarinet, takes us to a whole new level of virtuosity, and Trent Teague is that 
rare drummer who has both power and taste. This is tremendously exciting for 
us."  In addition, Brian Richardson is one of the finest trombone players in the 
US today. 
 
The seven-piece Catsnjammer Jazz Band, formed in 1980, performs regularly 
around Sacramento and at clubs and festivals as far away as Canada and Las  
Vegas. The band, over the past several years, has continued to grow as a highly 
disciplined, and if not restrained, at least responsible organization.  It is featured 
each year at the Sacramento Jazz Jubilee and has recently been popular at  
festivals and jazz societies up and down the West Coast.  
 
The Catsnjammers were chosen to represent the Sacramento Jubilee on the 
ABC network show Good Morning America. The band has released its fourth 
album, Live at the Sudwerk! and has three other successful albums, Live at 
Shakey's! Live on the Delta King! and Live at Laughs Unlimited. 

(Catsnjammer Continued on page 4) 
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The Catsnjammers are comprised of leader Gene Berthelsen on cornet; Otis 
Mourning on clarinet; Brian Richardson, the droll Englishman on trombone; 
showman Kurt Abell on banjo and guitar; Jean Levinson on tuba; and,  
returning after a four year absence to bring up his young son Stavros, Trent 
Teague on drums.  Piano man Kenny Woods winters in Mazatlan, Mexico.  
However, we will have internationally acclaimed  pianist Mark Allan Jones of 
Carmel Valley with us.  If you have never heard this gentleman before, or even if 
you have, you are in for a special treat. 
 
Gene, Brian, Kurt, and Trent all sing.  Put on your dancing shoes or just kick 
back and enjoy! 

( Catsnjammer Continued from page 3) 
 

Forrest Jackson was unable to attend last month. Special thanks to Heather  
Williams,  for capturing the event. 

To see the November photos, go to our online photo gallery at 
www.modestojazz.com/clubphotos/ 

Special Christmas Raffle and Auction 
December 20, 2009 

 
Raffle  

Six (6) Tickets for $5 
 

Baskets, Wreaths, Floral Arrangements, 
and more donated by Sherry Hubbart 

Fines Wines donated by Tony Cosentino 
Other Fine Prizes 

 
A very special bottle of wine for the person 

that purchases the most raffle tickets 
 

Auction 
Auction of a Jackson Rancheria Casino Trip for Four 

Value $950 
 

Includes:  
Limo Ride (within 100-mile radius) to and from the Casino and Hotel 

$50 Game Card for each person 
Buffet Dinner for each person 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
Date _11/01/09 — 12/01/09 

 
 

 

 

Editor’s Note: All articles, 
columns, photos, etc. need 
to be submitted no later 
than 10 days before the 

date of the current month’s 
club meeting.  

Example: If the meeting 
day falls on the 16th of the 
month, all materials must 
be submitted by the 7th of 

that same month. 

Expenses: $1,037.47 
KnightSounds (Club): $500 
KnightSounds (Youth): $200 
Jazzette Expenses: $96.47 
American Rag Subscription 
    (Includes Ad):  $60 
Liability Insurance (Rent): $156    
Security:  $25 
 
 
 
 
 

Net Loss:     $0.47 

Income: $1,037.00  
Donations (Club):  $148 
Donations (Youth): $60 
Membership (Renewals): $140 
Membership (New): $20 
Raffle Donations (Club): $135 
Raffle Donations (Youth): $100 
Door:   $434 
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the breakfast last month so Madeline was ready to get out of the kitchen. I was 
told by Vince  they will make sure food is served at our meetings.  
  

Thom Olson brought in some photographs that he took in October. He left them 
with me so please stop and take a look at them and help yourself to any or all of 
them.  
  
Raffle prizes: See's Candy & gift certificate, scarf and throw, several bottles of 
wine, scarf and book, painting, basket with tea, candle, journal, thank you cards 
and note cards. and lottery tickets. Thank you to all of you that donate goodies for 
the raffle. Our raffle prizes for December are being donated by Sherry Hubbard. 
  
Frank Aguilar took home the rescue puppy that Michele Athens-Abell brought in. 
I met Frank almost a year ago and I can tell you Hank got a good home. 
  
Tales from the RACY table: 
A birdie told me the reason Ruth Gerringer and Lucky Grant were late last  month 
was because Lucky thought it was Saturday. Nice try Lucky!   Lucky also  
reminded me that in the last Jazzette, I said that Deck is adorable, so he informed 
me that he and Art Gingrich are adorable also. You're right Lucky, you are, but I 
get hugs and kisses from Deck! After talking with Larry Graves...... he gets all my 
brownie points for taking his elderly aunt out for Sunday rides.  Also after Carol 
Babb had Deck out on the dance floor, Norma Lindner and I told Art and Larry 
that if Deck can get out there, so can they. So dust off some dancing shoes boys 
and practice!!! 
  
The guest band on December 20th is CatsnJammer Jazz Band. Come to a 
brunch hosted by JJ & Gerry Cox and meet the band up close and personal!  Look 
below for directions.   See all of you soon. 
 
Sue 

(Tidbits from page 7) 
 

Brunch with 
CATSNJAMMER JAZZ BAND 

 

Come join JJ and Gerry Cox at their home for brunch with the members of 
Catsnjammer Jazz Band. 

 

Date: December 20th    Time: 10 a.m. — Noon 
Address: 921 Providence Way, Modesto. From Highway 99 take the Briggsmore exit 

and go east approximately four miles, then turn right onto Oakdale Road. Go through two 
(2) stop lights (past Rite Aid) and turn left onto Surrey. Go thru two (2) stop signs, then one 

(1) short block and turn right onto Providence Way. 

INVITATION 
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"Without music to decorate it, time is just a bunch of boring production deadlines 
or dates by which bills must be paid." 

— Frank Zappa   
 
The Gift of Music:  
 
I thought this would be the easiest column for me to write…a traditional holiday 
recap of 2009, outlining the good the bad, the happy the sad.   Turns out, due to the 
events of the last few days, to be a very difficult assignment.  The loss of Deck 
Hogin will take a big chunk of decoration from our lives.  The sweetest solos 
ended when Deck called his last tune Thursday night.  We will all miss him. 
 
Looking back over the past year, I think our club has made tremendous progress.  
Progress cannot always be measured in black and white like the notes on the music 
staff.  The choruses are not always written down, but they say so much more about 
what is going on. 
 
The Jazz Society Board has not always called the right tunes or played the correct 
chords, but we, as a group, have tried to offer a performance that pleased our  
audience…the members. 
 
We greeted the New Year with a new name, a new address, and new by-laws, plus 
an increase in admission and membership fee. 
 
The Moose venue has tested our patience with the expenses, the parking, with  
surprises like phone books and lack of food.  It's been too hot, too cold…but  
overall we have had a place to meet and they have tried to meet our needs while the 
music played on. 
 
Our new adventures have been exciting.  Early in the year, the club was presented 
with a new musical idea: the joint sponsorship of the First Annual 11th Street 
Jazz Festival to be held the weekend of May 16tth in Downtown Modesto. We 
joined Gottschalk Music Center, The Barkin' Dog Grill, and Gallo Center for 
the Arts in staging this event.  There certainly was plenty of musical decoration.  
Our club meeting was held on stage at the Gallo Center with guest artists and  
jammers performing there and in the lobby all day.  Volunteers and donations from 
members were tremendous for the two-day event. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 



6 

 

Each year MTJS provides a scholarship for the Sacramento Traditional Jazz 
Society Youth Jazz Camp. It is available for a music student to promote  
traditional jazz in the Stanislaus County Area.  A committee made a selection 
from applicants, and we were able to send someone to the camp. 
 
This past year our bills have been demanding.  Again, many donations of money, 
time, and raffle prizes have pulled us through.  The election in June was a  
challenge because of problems and over-sights working with our new By-Laws.  
Another committee set to work revising Article V outlining election procedures.  
The revision is printed in the Jazzette this month.* 
 
Early this year our website was upgraded and music was added. The Jazzette 
took on a new look and format. We added a report from the treasurer and a  
gossip column to keep you up on the goings-on of club members.  We sent out a 
call for more jammers and the jam sets have featured some new talent. 
 
Throughout the year, our challenges have been stimulating, taxing, and difficult, 
but never boring.  The 2009 performance of the MTJS in coming to an end, and 
our lives have definitely been decorated with music. 
 
Odds and Ends: 
 
• Next Board Meeting January 26th at Jan's Place  
 
• A big Thank-you to Sherry Hubbart for all the special Christmas items she is 
donating to our December Raffle.  This is your chance to help out the club and 
maybe take home some great gifts. 
 
• In January we will vote to approve the revision of Article V - Elections, from 
our By-Laws. (See page 8.) 
 
• The guest band for December 20th is CatsnJammer Jazz Band. Come to a 
brunch hosted by JJ & Gerry Cox and meet the band.  Then put on you dancin' 
shoes and bring a friend or two to the club. 
 
Wishing you and yours a wonderful, musical, holiday season! 
 
 
 
 

(Musically speaking Continued from page 5) 
 

— Jan Leer, 
President, MTJS 
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Board members shall hear the challenge and render a decision at that time. The decision 
of the board is final. 
 
 
 
 

Section 6 
Vacancies 

 
In the event of the resignation, death or inability of the President to continue to serve, 
the Vice President (Immediate Past President) assumes the Presidency and serves until 
the next regularly scheduled election.  All other board vacancies that may occur shall be 
filled by the appointment of the President, with the advice and consent of a majority of 
the directors. The appointed replacement shall serve until the next regularly scheduled 
election. 
 

Section 7 
Removal from Office 

 
The President or any member of the board may be recalled by a two-thirds majority 
vote of the membership. Members casting ballots must be in good standing. The recall 
vote may be held either at a general membership meeting or a special meeting called by 
the board. 
 

Section 8 
Recall Election; General Procedures 

 
A Recall Election is initiated when a petition, bearing the signatures of at least 25 per-
cent of The Jazz Society's members in good standing, is submitted to the board. A 
"Notice of the Recall Election" shall be distributed to all members in good standing at 
least 30 days prior to an election being scheduled. 
 

Section 9 
Challenging the Results of the Recall Election 

 
Any Jazz Society member may challenge the results of a Recall Election by bringing his 
or her concerns to the board at its next regularly scheduled meeting following the elec-
tion. Directors shall hear the challenge and a render a decision at that time. The decision 
of the board is final. 
 

(Bylaws Continued from page 10) 



10 

 

 
 
 
 

CURRENT BY-LAWS 
 

ARTICLE V 
ELECTIONS 

 
Section 1 

Candidates for Office 
 
Only dues paying members, active in The Jazz Society for at least a one-year period, may 
seek election to the Board of Directors. A candidate's annual dues must be paid in full - 
BEFORE elections are held - in order to seek office. 
 

Section 2 
Election Dates 

 
Elections for qualified candidates for At-Large Director shall be held every year, during 
the June meeting of The Jazz Society. Elections for qualified candidates for President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Music Director, Membership Director and Publicity Director shall 
be held every two years, during the June meeting. 
 

Section 3 
Election; General Procedures 

 
Members in good standing of The Jazz Society may nominate themselves or other mem-
bers in good standing, provided the candidate meets the qualifications for office as stated 
in Article V, Section 1. The nominee's name, along with a declaration of the position 
sought, must be submitted in writing to the board secretary at least 60 days prior to the 
scheduled June election. In the event no candidate declares for a particular position to the 
Board of Directors, the incumbent shall retain the position until the next regularly sched-
uled election. 
 

Section 4 
Balloting 

 
Paper ballots will be distributed to all members in good standing when they arrive at the 
general membership meeting during which the election is scheduled. Ballots are to be 
marked by the members and deposited into The Jazz Society Ballot Box. Before the end 
of the meeting; balloting will be completed and the results of the election announced. 
 

Section 5 
Challenging the Results of the Election 

 
Any member in good standing may challenge the Election results by bringing his or her 
concerns to the board at its next regularly scheduled meeting following the election. 

(Bylaws Continued from page 9) 

(Bylaws Continued on page 11) 
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Knight Sounds Big Band was fantastic. I'd never heard them before but I'm now 
a fan. And of course they played "In the Mood" which made me extremely 
happy. Our own David Livingston was outstanding on the trumpet.  
  
The jam sets were awesome. Thank you musicians for coming and entertaining 
us while the guest band takes a breather, If I forgot anyone below I apologise.  
  

• Jam set #1: Heather Williams, vocals and trumpet, Rosetta McNulty, piano, 
Deck Hogin, trumpet, Art Arnett, bass, Don Rees, clarinet, & Tom Castles on 
vocals. 
• Jam set #2: Heather Williams, trombone & vocals, Rosetta McNulty, piano, 
Janet Seay, drums, Ernie Bucio, trumpet, Deck Hogin, trumpet, Bill Sharp,  
trumpet, Don Rees, clarinet, & Art Arnett, on bass. 
• Jam set #3: Janet Seay, drums, Heather Williams, trombone, Rosetta McNulty, 
piano, Bill Sharp, trumpet, Deck Hogin, trumpet, Don Rees, clarinet, Art Arnett, 
bass & Geri Eckert on vocals.  
  
Our condolences go to Skeet Bowden whose son passed away November 15th. 
You can send a card to: Dorothy (Skeet) Bowden - 340 Strathaven Way,  
Stockton, CA. 95210. Skeet has also been nursing some broken ribs.  
  

Speedy recovery and get well wishes go to Mac McCarter and Al Fosco.  Mac 
and Al both took falls and injured themselves. Mac broke a hip and was in  
Evergreen Convalescent Hospital but should be home now.  Al Fosco tripped on 
a rug, fell and injured his right shoulder and bruised his ribs. He had an MRI to 
check for a torn rotator cuff but I hadn't heard the results at press time. 
 

You can send cards to: 
• Al Fosco  -  38200  Bird Road, Tracy, CA. 95376 
• Mac McCarter - 1721 Torrid Ave., Modesto, CA. 95351 
  

David Livingston's father has been in the hospital also. Dave's sister came and 
helped for  while but returned home after Thanksgiving.  
  

It was nice to see Bob Allenby back after being absent for a few months. Bob 
would like everyone to know that regardless of what you heard or read he is well 
and doing great.  I was delighted to see the smiling faces of Bob & Carol  
Cochran from Sonora. It was also good to see Mary Jane Gill and Ilene Harris. 
Welcome to guests: Donna Appelt, Karen Ramsey and G Roumanis. I hope  
everyone comes back next month.  
  

Sorry folks, but in the future NO FOOD may be brought in, even if the Moose 
isn't serving burgers. Sandra, Madeline and her husband, Billy made and served 

(Tidbits Continued on page 12) 

Sue’s 

Jazzy Tidbits 
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The Board of Directors of The MTJS has proposed a revision of Article V 
(Elections) of our current By-Laws.  According to our current By-Laws: 
 

ARTICLE VI 
AMENDMENTS AND REVISIONS 

 
A two-thirds majority of those casting ballots is required to amend, change or otherwise 
revise these By-laws. The membership must be notified, in writing, of any proposed 
amendment or revision at least thirty (30) days prior to a scheduled vote on any proposed 
amendment or revision. 
 
At our General Membership Meeting in January, we will be asking members to approve 
the following changes in Article V.  The current By-Laws may be viewed at 
www.modestodixieland.com  (Board Members). 
 

REVISION TO CURRENT BY-LAWS 
 

ARTICLE V 
ELECTIONS 

 
Section 1 

Candidates for Office 
 
Dues  paying members of The Jazz Society for at least a one-year period, or life mem-
bers, may seek election to the Board of Directors.  A candidate's annual dues must be 
paid in full - BEFORE elections are held - in order to seek office.  Only dues paying 
members and life members are considered members in good standing and will be hereaf-
ter referred to as members. 
 

Section 2 
Election Dates 

 
Elections for qualified candidates for all offices - President, Secretary, Treasurer, Music 
Director, Membership Director, Publicity Director and four (4) At-Large-Directors - 
shall be held every year, during the June meeting. The office of Vice-President is held by 
the Immediate Past President, and is not an elected office.  There shall be no term limits. 
 

Section 3 
Election General Procedures 

 
A. The President shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three (3) members not later 

than the March meeting. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a slate of candi-
dates for office to be presented to the membership at the June meeting.  

B. Members of The Jazz Society may nominate themselves or other members, pro-
vided the candidate meets the qualifications for office as stated in Article V, Section 
1. A nominee's name, along with a declaration of the position sought, may be sub-
mitted in writing to the board secretary at least 30 days prior to the scheduled June 
election.  

(Bylaws Continued on page 9) 
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C. In the event no candidate declares for a particular position to the Board of Directors, 
the incumbent will retain the position until the next regularly scheduled election. 

 
Section 4 
Balloting 

 
Paper ballots will be distributed to all members when they arrive at the general member-
ship meeting during which the election is scheduled.  As ballots are distributed, names 
will be checked off a current membership list. During the meeting, nominations will be 
accepted from the floor and the slate of officers will be introduced to the membership.   A 
space on the ballot will be provided for floor nominations and/or for write in candidates.  
At an appropriate time, ballots are to be marked by the members and deposited into the 
Jazz Society Ballot Box.  Before the end of the meeting, balloting will be completed and 
the results of the election announced. 

 
Section 5 

Challenging the Results of the Election 
 
Any member may challenge the election results by bringing his or her concerns to the 
Board at its next regularly scheduled Board Meeting. Board members shall hear the chal-
lenge and render a decision to accept or reject the challenge at that time. The decision of 
the board is final. 
 

Section 6 
Vacancies 

 
In the event of the resignation, death or inability of the President to continue to serve, the 
Vice President (Immediate Past President) assumes the Presidency and serves until the 
next regularly scheduled election.  All other board vacancies that may occur may be filled 
by the appointment of the President, with the advice and consent of a majority of the di-
rectors. The appointed replacement shall serve until the next regularly scheduled election. 
 

Section 7 
Removal from Office 

 
A. Any member of the Board may be recalled by a two-thirds majority vote of the 

membership present at a recall election meeting. The recall vote may be held either 
at a general membership meeting or a special meeting called by the board. 

B. A Recall Election is initiated when a petition, bearing the signatures of at least 25 
percent of The Jazz Society's members, from a current membership list provided by 
the Membership Director, is submitted to the Board. A "Notice of the Recall Elec-
tion" shall be distributed to all members at least 30 days prior to a recall election 
being scheduled. 

C. Any Jazz Society member may challenge the results of a recall election by bringing 
his or her concerns to the board at its next regularly scheduled Board meeting fol-
lowing the recall election. Directors shall hear the challenge and a render a decision 
at that time. The decision of the board is final. 

(Bylaws Continued from page 8) 
 

(Bylaws Continued on page 10) 
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MERRYMERRYMERRY   
CHRISTMACHRISTMACHRISTMASSS   

   

HAPPYHAPPYHAPPY   
NEW YEARNEW YEARNEW YEAR   

   
TO OUR JAZZ TO OUR JAZZ TO OUR JAZZ 

FRIENDSFRIENDSFRIENDS   
   
   
   
   

GERRY and JJ COXGERRY and JJ COXGERRY and JJ COX   

ATTENTION FRIENDS
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 

December — Catsnjammer Jazz Band 
January — Dr. Bach & The Jazz Practitioners 
February — Black Tuesday Jazz Band 
March — Bob & Friends 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society — Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society — Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale 

Many thanks to all the members who donated 
additional money, either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 
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This month’s guest band is 

If you're looking for jazz excitement on wheels, 
look no further.  The fresh and exciting  
Catsnjammer Jazz Band has been one of  
Sacramento's most popular groups for the past 
29 years. 
 
The combination of "show" band energy and  
traditional jazz elegance has kept the band a  
favorite around Northern California  and at  
festivals and clubs. 

 
Der Jammerband's big songbook contains more than 300 tunes — top notch  
traditional New Orleans and San Francisco-style jazz — plus an occasional  
contemporary tune. You'll hear everything from early 1900s tunes down through 
the Beatles.  Unlike many early-style jazz bands, this band never forgets its  
responsibility to entertain an audience. "We're tight, we're hot, and we're fresh. I 
want people on their feet when we finish a set," says Gene Berthelsen, the band's 
head jammer. 
 
Over the years, the Catsnjammer Jazz Band has evolved considerably. "This 
may be the best Catsnjammer band ever," Berthelsen says. "Otis Mourning, on 
clarinet, takes us to a whole new level of virtuosity, and Trent Teague is that 
rare drummer who has both power and taste. This is tremendously exciting for 
us."  In addition, Brian Richardson is one of the finest trombone players in the 
US today. 
 
The seven-piece Catsnjammer Jazz Band, formed in 1980, performs regularly 
around Sacramento and at clubs and festivals as far away as Canada and Las  
Vegas. The band, over the past several years, has continued to grow as a highly 
disciplined, and if not restrained, at least responsible organization.  It is featured 
each year at the Sacramento Jazz Jubilee and has recently been popular at  
festivals and jazz societies up and down the West Coast.  
 
The Catsnjammers were chosen to represent the Sacramento Jubilee on the 
ABC network show Good Morning America. The band has released its fourth 
album, Live at the Sudwerk! and has three other successful albums, Live at 
Shakey's! Live on the Delta King! and Live at Laughs Unlimited. 

(Catsnjammer Continued on page 4) 
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"He loved it so much, he made other people love it," she said. "People say he made 
them a better musician." 
 

Drove teacher 'nuts' over jazz 
 
Mr. Hogin studied under legendary Modesto High School music teacher Frank 
"Proof" Mancini. He and Mr. Hogin often clashed over jazz. Mancini hated it, but 
it was Mr. Hogin's passion. 
 
"When I was in high school, I drove that poor man nuts," Mr. Hogin told The Bee 
in 1982. "I was such a terrible cut-up. I can remember so vividly the many times I 
would start playing a little jazz during band rehearsals and 'Proof' would just get 
furious. Sometimes he would even throw a chair in my direction." 
 

After graduating, Mr. Hogin joined the Tut Lombardo Band, which featured an  
exceptional young piano player named Dave Brubeck. During World War II, Mr. 
Hogin played in the Navy band, backing up such entertainers as Bob Hope and 
Jack Benny. 
 

Mr. Hogin returned home after the war and married his high school sweetheart, 
Leeroyce. He enrolled in the conservatory of music at the College of the Pacific in 
Stockton (now UOP), but dropped out because the studies were too serious for his 
taste. 
 

He returned to Modesto, taking a job driving a beer truck. In his free time, he 
played in bands for charity functions, parties, weddings and the monthly meetings 
of the Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society, which he helped found. 
 
In 2001, he received a special recognition at the Stanislaus Arts Council Excellence 
in Arts Awards. 
 
Mr. Hogin was active up until a couple of weeks before he died, Casey Hogin said. 
He performed at the Barkin' Dog restaurant downtown, played tennis and golfed 
within the past month. 
 
"It's a great loss," Gardner said. "These people that are a link to the past musical  
tradition, I really hate to see that go. I'm going to miss him a lot." 
 
In addition to his wife and daughter Casey, Mr. Hogin is survived by his daughters 
Christy, Cindy and Cathy, who all live in or near Stanislaus County; and six  
grandchildren. 
 
Casey Hogin said the family hopes to arrange a service in January about the time of 
her father's birthday. Details have not been finalized. 
 
 
 
Bee arts writer Lisa Millegan can be reached at lmillegan@modbee.com or 578-2313. 
 

Check out the photos album at http://www.modestodixieland.com/clubphotos/ 

(Deck Continued from page 1) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2009 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 
Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
Membership Director 

Rozetta McNulty 
(Membership) 

869-2024 
 

Secretary 
Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
January 26th 

Jan Leer’s house 
1049 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
     for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
     for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
    Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 




